DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             AUGUST 27, 2025    5:00 PM 
The Dillon County Council held a Regular Meeting on August 27, 2025 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Kenny Cook Jr., Brad Coward and Stevie Grice. Also, present was Tim Harper, County Administrator and Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council, Ken Dubose, County Attorney, Betsy Finklea, Dillon County News LLC and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald.

The following were notified of the meeting and was provided an agenda by email:
TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward <bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Stevie Grice called the Meeting to Order and presided over the meeting

Pledge of Allegiance
Councilman Dennis Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Invocation                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Councilman Stevie Grice made a motion to amend the agenda by adding 18 B & C for a Bulldozer and a Batwing Mower. The motion was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor. A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the amended Agenda. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 23, 2025 AND AUGUST 8, 2025                                                                                                                A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve the Minutes from July 23, 2025 and August 8, 2025. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor
PLAQUE PRESENTATIONS                                                                                                       Councilman Stevie Grice along with council members presented a plaque to Henry Brunson in recognition of his hard work and dedication for sixty-two years of service given to Dillon County. Mr. Brunson thanked council and the citizens also counting it as an honor to be able to serve as a fireman for sixty-two years.
Councilman Stevie Grice along with council members presented Levan Mitchell with a plaque for his many years of dedicated service to Dillon County. He thanked everyone and said that it is still a joy to serve Dillon County.
Charlene Carmichael, director of Girls with Knowledge presented a plaque to County Council. She said that County Council are always looking out for them and because of that, they wanted to present Council with a plaque.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

ORDINANCE NO. 25-11 – PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                                    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A LAND CONVEYANCE AND INCENTIVE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY CURRENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT ZIP

No one signed up to speak at the Public Hearing.

ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE NO. 25-11 - THIRD READING                                                                                                    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A LAND CONVEYANCE AND INCENTIVE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY CURRENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT ZIP
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance No. 25-11 – Third Reading and he was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
DILLON COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 25-13 – SECOND READING                                             AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING (1) AMENDMENT OF THE EXISTING AGREEMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF JOINT COUNTY INDUSTRIAL AND BUSINESS PARK BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND MARLBORO COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA DATED AS OF MARCH 23, 2016 TO EXTEND THE TERM APPLICABLE THERETO; AND (2) OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO.
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve Ordinance No. 25-13 – Second Reading. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.
COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                                                                                                                                        The Humane Society of Dillon County were given donations for the Paws For The Arts and the Carolinas Art Guild. Kenny Cook Jr., Brad Coward, Dennis Townsend and Stevie Grice donated $100.00 each, Detrice Dawkins and James Washington donated $50.00 each and Robbie Coward gave a $200.00 Personal Donation. 
A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to donate $500.00 out of the  Dillon County General Fund to the Humane Society of Dillon County. All were in favor.
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF APPLICATION FOR USE OF COURTHOUSE GROUNDS                 Approval of Application For Use Of Courthouse Grounds – Rev. Larry Williams            Event - Prayers Around the Courthouse along with Gospel Singing                                                Requested Date of Use – August 30, 2025	                                                                       Requested Hours Of Use – 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Use Of  Courthouse Grounds. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor. 
Rev. Larry Williams spoke and said that they will have seven preachers pray for seven minutes all at the same time to bring the walls of violence down in Dillon County. He stated that Walmart had donated truckloads of supplies that he will be giving out to the community and asked for prayers.                       
DR. JAMES ORR – STATEMENT OF APPRECIATION                                                                                                                                  Dr. James Orr on behalf of the Dillon County Ministerial Alliance extended his gratitude for the support to Dillon County during their various events in the community. He said that he was thankful for the Detention Center Ministry. He thanked council for their assistance and commitment.
AMY RUSING – DEMENTIA CARE SPECIALIST                                                            Amy Rushing, Dementia Care Specialist was not present to speak at meeting.
T. F. “BUZZY FINKLEA” – DILLON COUNTY JUDICIAL CENTER                                     T. F. “Buzzy Finklea” spoke concerning the Dillon County Judicial Center. He stated that there are no flags out front of the Judicial Center. He said that he would like to see a United States, South Carolina and Dillon County Flag out front of the building and a cement walkway so that people will be able to get out of their cars and go into the courtroom because water still stands, landscaping the front and planting bushes along with a watering system. He asked that this be put into the budget. 
Tim Harper, Administrator said that if council agrees, he could get Eric Healy to do some drawings. Mr. Buzzy thanked council for listening to him.
TAX ACCOMMODATIONS FUNDS – APPROVAL OF FUNDING FOR 2025-2026         A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Tax Accommodations Funds for 2025 -2026. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor except Detrice Dawkins who abstained from voting.
BIDS FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT (STATION 3) CASCADE SYSTEM (FY 24-25 GO BOND)    Dennis Townsend made a motion to approve AEST Fire & Safety bid of $53,318.80 for Fire Department (Station 3) Cascade System (FY 24-25 GO Bond). He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
BIDS FOR FIRE DEPT (STATION 3) GENERATOR – DUKE ENERGY GRANT       Dennis Townsend made a motion to approve Miller Plumbing & Electric Bid of $19,000.00   for Fire Dept (Station 3) Generator – Duke Energy Grant. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor. 
APPROVAL TO PURCHASE CAT FRONT END LOADER                                                 A.     A motion was made by Dennis Townsend to approve the Purchase CAT Front End Loader from Blanchard Cat at $365,014.37. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
B.     A motion was made by Robbie Coward to purchase a Hyundai Front Loader from Nation Equipment Dealer (NED) for $167,910.78. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.
[bookmark: _Hlk209532443]This item was added to the agenda due to time considerations per Ken Dubose, Attorney.
C.     A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the purchase of a Batwing Mower from Dillon Tractor for $22,221.00. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
This item was added to the agenda due to time considerations per Ken Dubose, Attorney.
REQUEST TO PURCHASE PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPTMENT FOR THE DETENTION CENTER OFFICERS                                                                                            A  motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approve the Request to Purchase Personal Protective Equipment for the Detention Center Officers using the money out of the GO Bond that was originally supposed to be used for buying a vehicle for the Library (the Library was given Daniel Holder’s vehicle because he is no longer with the county). She was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS                                                                                         Stevie Grice appointed Jaime Deaver  to the Board of Zoning Appeals and Dennis Townsend appointed Gordon McLellan to Board of Zoning Appeals.  A motion was made by Dennis Townsend to approve the Committee Appointments. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to go into Executive Session. She was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
EXECUTIVE CENTER                                                                                                           Executive Session
A. Thurmond Porter - Judicial Building Update
B. Personnel Matter

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION.

ADJOURN
A motion to Adjourn was made by Detrice Dawkins. She was  seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.



______________________________________
Stevie Grice, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved

